INNOVATION PAPER ASSIGNMENT (500 POINTS)  
1. Pick a medical innovation to explore. 
2. Find and read at least three meaningful technical peer-reviewed journal articles on a medical innovation subject area of your choice.  The journal articles should preferably have been published within the last five years.  
3. Find at least two companies that make a currently used medical device in the field or related field of the medical innovation you have explored.  Search the FDA website to find the regulatory classification of this medical product.  
4. Search Google Patents to find at least two patents related to the medical innovation you have explored.  They can be old or new patents.  Identify the independent claims of the patent.  
5. Think about what is lacking the in the field of the medical device you have explored.  What could be done to make the medical device better to solve unmet needs?  To help with this process, request videoconference meetings with at least one medical professional who currently uses the medical device.  (Note:  This process may take longer than you anticipate.)  Ask the medical professional what they would do to improve the medical device.  This is called customer discovery.  
6. Come up with a proposed solution to solve one of the unmet needs that you discovered.  The proposed solution does not have to solve all unmet needs of the medical innovation.  The proposed solution should not infringe on the independent claims of the patents you found.  When you are thinking of a proposed solution, also consider what your proposed solution would do to the regulatory classification of the medical product.  
For your five-page minimum (1.5 line spacing, 1 inch margins, 12 point font) innovation paper, please include the following (not necessarily in this order):
· Two to three paragraphs description of the medical innovation product as currently used in the market.  This paragraph should include a description of some of the companies that currently make this product, the regulatory classification of the product, and the approximate market size of the medical innovation product space.  
· At least one paragraph for each peer-reviewed technical paper that summarizes the research presented in the peer-reviewed journal articles.  Be sure to use proper citations.
· At least one paragraph that describes the current unmet needs of the medical product you examined.  
· Describe your proposed solution for the medical innovation.  Your discussion should include how your proposed solution will avoid infringing on the claims of the patents you found and how it will influence the regulatory classification of the product.  Describe how you think you would get the proposed solution to become a reality to help patients.   While this section should be found throughout the paper, you should put a short introductory paragraph about your product concept at the beginning of your paper so that you reader understands the context of proposed innovation.  
· Include any references used at the end of your innovation paper.  Use ACS (American Chemical Society) format for the references.  Cite the references by number in your paper.  The reference list does not count toward the minimum page requirement.  
